
 
 

SPED PAC launches the year on Tuesday, 
October 23rd at 7:15 pm at Nashoba Regional 
HS with updates about a variety of programs. 
Tracy Conte, Director of Special Education 
will discuss this year’s district programs. The 
district-wide SPED PAC offers presentations 
on a variety of subjects and provides a forum 
for interaction with other parents, profession-
als and community members who have ex-
perience with children with special If you 
haven’t been to a meeting before, we’d love to 
have you attend. For more information, other 
meetings, or to be added to the monthly email 
distribution, please contact Joan Finger (978)-
337-5132 or visit the SPED PAC page at 
www.nrsd.net. 

Congratulations to the following Na-
shoba students, who were recently named 
as National Merit Semifinalists. In order 
to qualify as a National Merit Semifinal-
ist, students must be among the highest 
scoring entrants in each state 
on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test. The nation-
wide pool of Semifinalists represents less 
than one percent of U.S. high school sen-
iors, and these students are now eligible 
to become Finalists and potentially qual-
ify for scholarships. Congratulations to 
Madeline Jenkins, Connie Jiang, Samuel 
Kirschbaum, Joel Sharin, Steven Tang, 
and Sorin Vatasoiu! 

tor that most people agree 
makes a huge difference is 
that children do not start 
school until they are seven (7) 
years old and there is univer-
sal pre school free of charge 
up to this age.  Another 
unique characteristic of the 
Finnish system is that the en-
trance requirements for stu-
dents to study in college are 
very rigorous and only a few 
are accepted annually.  This 
careful selection process en-
sures greater chances of suc-
cess through the five years of 
study (three for a baccalaure-
ate and two for a master’s de-
gree.)  The classrooms looked, 
sounded and behaved just like 
our schools so it was affirm-
ing to see that we have many 
of the right pieces to excel.   

 National Merit Semifinalists 
Named 

Finnish Experience 

M i c h a e l  W o o d  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

o f  S c h o o l s  

Superintendent’s Report October 23, 2012 

N A S H O B A  N E W S  

 The Comprehensive Report-
ing Committee (CRC) will 
hold a parents night in No-
vember (TBD) to explain to 
parents the pilot and review 
how the report card will be 
completed by teachers. 

 The Calendar Committee is 
looking for parent volun-
teers.  It will be meeting four 
to five times between now 
and December at 3:30 p.m. 
onWednesday afternoons. 
Please contact Monica Visco 
at mvisco@nrsd.net for 
more information.   

 Enrollment: High School— 
1020; FSS—850; MRE –
503; LBMS—250 Hale—300 
Center 568; Total-3491 

 Ribbon cutting cere-
mony for  the field, 
track and tennis courts 
will be on Friday, No-
vember 2nd at 6:45 
p.m.. 
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I recently travelled to Finland 
to study the Finnish approach 
to schools.  This was a trip of 
educators, business alliances, 
legislators and educator or-
ganizations who came together 
to learn more about Finland’s 
continuous performance at 
high levels.  The good news is 
that there are a lot of similiari-
ties between what is happening 
in Finland and NASHOBA.  
The most significant factor 
that emerged was the value the 
Finnish place on education.  
From the leadership of the 
government, to the municipali-
ties, to the family expectations, 
it is clear that education is 
placed in a high regard.  There 
is no competition for resources 
and there are options for stu-
dents with different needs and 
interests.  One additional fac-
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Substantial Detrimental Effect 
The Policy Sub Committee is working with parents and edu-
cators on clarifying expectations around discipline and our 
code of conduct.  The sub committee directed me to draft lan-
guage around “substantial detrimental effect” for principals, 
parents and students so it is clear what our expectations are 
around student safety,  climate, and personal responsibility.  
The latter component is very important for parents and stu-
dents to know they are safe and one way to do so is to conduct 
scheduled daily searches before going to classes and random 
searches of vehicles and lockers.  We held a  productive meet-
ing on Ocotber 16th.  This will be published in an advisory I 
provide to my administrators.   
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UPDATED!!! 

November 6th Elections 

Elections for the Town of 
Stow have been moved to 
The Center School in the 
gymnasium.  Please note 
that parking will be focused 
on the Great Road entrance 
for the voters.  Teachers and 
staff are asked to park in the 
rear parking lot off of Hart-
ley Road.  Elections for the 
Town of Bolton will be held 
in the High School in the 
Auditorium foyer.  Teachers 
are asked to park in the stu-
dent lot or the usual staff lot 
in the front of the school.   

A staff development offering 
will be at the Mary Row-
landson School and teachers 
are asked to park in the rear 
near the playground and 
basketball courts.    

Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences 
November 5 and 6 

Parent, student, teacher conferences are an important means of communicating learning 
strengths, challenges and strategies between and among the parties that are key to a student’s 
success.  While most of our conferences involve just the parent and teacher, we are aware that 
at times it is critical to involve the student and want to respect the possibility that either the 
teacher may ask that they attend or the parent may take the initiative to seek permission.  At 
Florence Sawyer School three way conferences are common practice for grades five through 
eight and are an integral part of the communication system these teachers have with their 
students and parents.   

Assessments 
Assessments are an important part of teach-
ing. The information teachers receive from 
assessments informs their instruction. In 
some cases the data suggests that the grade 
level, class, small group, or even individual 
students may require additional practice or 
instruction. In other cases the data suggests 
that students may require enrichment. There 
are many forms of assessment and each one 
provides educators with different informa-
tion. Most of us are familiar with summative 
assessments.  These are typically adminis-
tered at the end of a unit. Formative assess-
ments are administered frequently and are a 
quick way for teachers to gather information 
about a particular skill. 
 
In NASHOBA schools we utilize data from a 
number of assessments to help us understand 
the needs of students. Below are a few of the 
assessments we administer throughout the 
year. These are in addition to the formative 
and summative assessments that are given 
throughout the year. 
 
Aimsweb: is a curriculum based measure-
ment assessment system. Students in grades 
K-5 are assessed in reading and math de-
pending on their grade level. These assess-
ments are timed and are meant to be short (1-
3 minutes) in length. Aimsweb is also used to 
monitor the effectiveness of an intervention 
being used with an individual student. 

Aimsweb assessments are administered be-
tween two and three times per year. 
 
DRA2: The Developmental Reading Assess-
ment is one of the most widely used tools for 
assessing student performance in the area of 
reading. It has been used in the district for 
many years. Students are administered this as-
sessment one to three times a year in grades K-
5. 
 
Writing: Students are asked to respond to a 
prompt three times a year. This is an assess-
ment that was developed by educators in the 
district a few years ago. Teachers utilize a ru-
bric for the purpose of scoring student work. 
  
MCAS: Massachusetts Comprehensive Assess-
ment System is the state’s standardized test. 
Students in grades 3-5 are assessed in English 
Language Arts, Mathematics, and STE 
(Science, Technology, and Engineering). These 
assessments take place in the spring and results 
are reported to parents in the fall. 
 
In NASHOBA schools, we know that one as-
sessment does make up a student’s learning 
profile. While the data from one assessment can 
and should inform our instruction, we recog-
nize that we must also consider other data in 
order to determine what a child knows, under-
stands, and is able to do. We are then able to 
personalize learning for each student. 


